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The role of social networking sites in the political upbringing of

Libyan university students: A field study on Facebook users from Sirte University
students - a model.
Abdulaziz Ageela Abdul Hafeez ~ University of Sirte — Libya

Abstract:

The current study aimed to measure the positive and negative role of
social networking sites in the process of political upbringing for
Libyan university students, since the media, especially digital media,
which is considered (social networking sites), is one of the most
important patterns; It is one of the channels of political upbringing,
which in turn is considered a tool on which the political system, with
its formal and informal institutions, depends on changing, modifying
and instilling new values and beliefs in the political culture of society
in general. This study will depend on users of Facebook, which is the
most widely used social networking site And spread among the youth
category in Libya (as proven by previous studies), especially
university students, and this study relied on the students of the
University of Sirte who used Facebook as a case study, in polling their
opinions and attitudes, about the role of Facebook in achieving
political upbringing on the negative side And the positive, by focusing
on three topics of importance to the political culture of university
students in Libya, as the researcher believes: citizenship values,
constitutional culture, political participation, and political knowledge.
This study will depend on the survey method in surveying the attitudes
of the students of the University of Sirte, through the questionnaire
tool, for a deliberate sample of (125) individual Facebook users from
the students of the University of Sirte.

The study reached a set of results, the most important of which are:
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A The general results of the study showed that there is a positive
role for Facebook towards political participation, in pushing them to
obtain an electoral card, to participate in the elections. Facebook in
making them object to the policies and decisions of the government
that they like, and a negative role in the contribution of Facebook sites
in boycotting electoral processes as a means of delivering corrupt
politicians and unqualified to power, that Facebook presents an image
of non-affiliation to political parties and membership of community
organizations as a tool for dividing society and planting Sedition and
the implementation of a foreign agenda.

2 That there was a positive role for Facebook in pushing towards
strengthening the Libyan national identity, by opening horizons for
dialogue between the components of the Libyan society, including
Arabs, Tebu, Toures and Berbers, and it contributed to strengthening
feelings of belonging such as pride in the common history, the
symbols of Libyan jihad, and the language and religion, and there is a
negative role for Facebook, which is limited to that it contributes to
skepticism and division about national symbols and the common
Libyan national history, and that Facebook promotes primary
affiliations, such as tribe, race, and city, at the expense of national
affiliation.

3 The general results showed that the majority of the study
sample, that there is a positive role in the direction of consolidating the
constitutional culture: Facebook is represented in raising their
awareness of the importance of having a constitution for the State of
Libya that guarantees their rights and defines their duties. It guarantees
the rights of Libyans, and keeps them as a social contract that
guarantees their rights and achieves justice and equality among them
regardless of their affiliations. As for the negative role of Facebook
sites in that it presents the constitution as containing ideas imported
from the West in the name of democracy that contradict the Libyan
religion, customs and traditions, as well as what is going on on
Facebook about drafting a constitution in Libya is an attempt to favor
one Libyan party over another by giving it rights that make it in the
center higher than the other

Keywords: social networking sites, political upbringing, Libyan
university students - Facebook.
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